
Figure 5. Assessing and reporting on fitness to drive in the course of patient treatment

Condition is diagnosed or the patient is subject to a procedure.

Health professional establishes whether the patient is a driver, motorbike or motortrike rider; establishes licence type 
and conducts examination according to relevant standards (commercial and/or private standards).

Temporary 
condition

Health professional 
assesses condition 
to temporarily affect 
driving ability.

Meets 
unconditional 
requirements

Health professional 
assesses that the 
patient meets 
requirements for 
an unconditional 
licence.

Meets 
conditional 
requirements

Health professional 
assesses that the 
patient’s condition 
and circumstances 
do not meet 
unconditional 
requirements 
but may meet 
conditional 
requirements.

Does not meet 
requirements

Health professional 
assesses that the 
patient does not 
meet medical 
requirements for 
an unconditional or 
conditional licence.

Not sure

Health professional 
is unclear (diagnosis 
and/or impact on 
driving unclear)

(refer to section 
2.2.4).

Health 
professional:
• advises the

patient to abstain
from driving for
an appropriate
period.

Health 
professional:
• if condition is

progressive,
continues
monitoring in
relation to fitness
to drive in the
course of normal
treatment

• advises and
counsels
the patient
accordingly

• seeks patient
family support
where
appropriate

• maintains
appropriate
records of
examination.

Health professional:
• advises and counsels the patient about

the impact of their condition and the
need to restrict driving as appropriate

• completes Medical condition
notification form for the patient
(Appendix 2.2) including details of
requirements not met

• recommends conditional licence and
driving restrictions if appropriate

• meets requirements for ongoing
monitoring and periodic review

• recommends rehabilitation
• provides a report to the patient and

advises them to notify the DLA
• advises the patient of their legal

obligations and implication of failure to
comply

• seeks family support for the patient if
appropriate

• retains copy of the report and other
forms for medical file

• shares their report with the patient’s
GP to support effective long-term
management.

Health professional:
• counsels the patient

and advises not to
drive until diagnosis
and impact on driving
is clear

• seeks specialist or
second opinion, or
considers referral
for practical driver
assessment

• advises the patient to
notify the DLA

• reviews to establish
definitive fitness-to-
drive decision and
provides a report to
the patient to advise
the DLA

• maintains appropriate
records of examination.

No report submitted to the DLA

If the patient is unable to appreciate the impact of their condition or to take notice 
of the health professional’s recommendations due to cognitive impairment or if 
driving continues despite above measures and is likely to endanger the public, 
consider reporting directly to the DLA while informing the patient. Reporting to 

the DLA via 
patient/driver

DLA may seek 
independent advice

Reporting to DLA via health professional

DLA considers medical reports, practical driver assessment (if conducted), driving record, options for rehabilitation 
and retraining and other relevant information.

DLA informs driver of licence status and advises of right of appeal as applicable.
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