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World Road Association (PIARC) 
Technical Committee D.1: Asset Management  

Ljubljana, Slovenia 1-2 April 2019 

Background  
The Asset Management committee’s tasks are to:  

• Publish and improve the PIARC guide to Asset Management  

• prepare asset management training materials and courses for use by others 

• identify and promulgate innovative asset management approaches 

• update HDM4 
 
I am part of the group working on training materials and courses.   
 
Meeting Outputs  
The committee met and reviewed final draft deliverables from the research programme, and planned 
activities to support the committee’s contribution to the World Road Congress in Abu Dhabi in October 
2019. 
 
Asset Management focused journal to be published 

A forthcoming PIARC journal, to be published in 2019, will convey the issues and findings arising from 
the work of the committee. 
 
Asset Management Manual 

• PIARC’s online Asset Management Manual has been updated. It is in the process of being 
translated from English into Spanish and French. 

• This is much more general than the Austroads Guide to Asset Management, similar in context 
to the strategic section of the GAM. It can be found at:  

https://www.piarc.org/en/knowledge-base/road-assets-management/Road-Asset-Management-
Manual/  

• PIARCs glossary of technical terms has been updated as a result of the work on the manual. 

• There is considerable effort contributing to the standardising of terminology across cultures and 
across the many meanings of terms used in any one language the results are published here: 
https://www.piarc.org/en/knowledge-base/terminology/ 

 
Asset Management Publications 

PIARC has recently published a guide to the use of drones for asset management. This can be found 
here: https://www.piarc.org/en/order-library/29470-en-
The%20Use%20of%20Unmanned%20Aerial%20Systems%20for%20Road%20Infrastructure.htm 
 
It describes international practice derived from a survey of members. 
 
Innovative Asset Management Practices Report 

• The committee has now developed its final draft of a report on innovative asset management 
practices around the world.  It is being submitted for quality assurance and then publication 
processing. The draft does provide a broad reference to practices used internationally. 
References to practice are at a descriptive nature. It should provide a current means of 
identifying opportunities for process improvement, and an indication of best practice for different 
contexts. 

• The report emphasises: 

− The value to be obtained by creating a digital twin of infrastructure 
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− The benefits of sophisticated condition monitoring and deterioration modelling 

− The need for advances in digital communication of service performance and investment 
plans tailored to different audiences including customers owners, authorities and general 
public 

• The report provides advice in the following areas: 

− Inventory 

− Road Asset Management and Risk Management 

− Condition assessment and deterioration modelling 

− Maintenance 

− Improvement 

− Communication 
 
BIM 

• The presentation and discussion on the use of BIM for asset management revealed that 
progress in Australasia is similar to that of the committee member countries, and that most 
agencies are implementing spatially enabled information systems on bespoke or customised 
platforms and not yet considering any of the commercial BIM platforms popular in vertical build 
projects. 

 
HDM IV 

• The management consortium is expected to announce details of development at the Abu Dhabi 
World Road Congress, potentially announcing a software release for early 2020. 

 
 
 
 
David Darwin  
Manager Operational Policy and Standards 
Service Design and Delivery 
New Zealand Transport Agency 
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