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Québec City, Québec, Canada 19-20 July 2018 

Executive Summary 
The first in-person meeting for PIARC Task Force B.2 (Road Design and Infrastructure for Innovative 
Transport Solutions) was held in Québec City, Québec, Canada on Thursday 19th and Friday 20st July 2018. 
The meeting included 11 members of the newly formed Task Force from France, Austria, Italy, South Korea, 
Australia, Canada-Quebec, Czech Republic, United Kingdom and Sweden.  The meeting was hosted by 
Martin Thibault (Stantec) and Claudine Tremblay (Secrétaire générale de l'AIPCR-Québec). Additional 
guests from local jurisdictions in Canada were also welcomed at the meeting. 
 
The Task Force will investigate and report on “Automated Vehicles: Challenges and Opportunities for Road 
Operators and Road Authorities.” Task Force (TF) B.2 was not initially part of the current PIARC cycle, 
however, when TF B.1 was nearing completion, a proposal was submitted to the PIARC general secretariat 
that the TF members continue to work together and cover this closely related topic. The continuation of the 
work was agreed to by the general secretariat and most TF members from TF B.1 will continue with the 
new topic. TF B.2 has been formed mid-cycle and will complete its task brief beyond the end of the current 
cycle. However, progress of the TF work will be presented at the World Road Congress in Abu Dhabi in 
2019. 
 
The July 2018 meeting was the kick-off meeting for the new TF and was dedicated to finalising the terms 
of reference, determining the scope of work for investigation and develop a draft work program to guide the 
TF activities over the next two years. 
 
The new Task Force has determined that all members will work together to contribute to a single report 
addressing the topic and as such there are no separate work groups within the Task Force. 
 
Background 
The goal of Strategic Theme B is to encourage the improvement of access and mobility provided to the 
travelling public and industry through efficient road network operation and integration with other transport 
modes. 
 
The formation of Task Forces, within the strategic plan, allows the investigation of critical issues. The 
smaller size and 2-year tenure of a task force enables a focused response to an issue as well as some 
flexibility to explore the topic. The aim is to produce targeted outcomes directly relevant to the topic being 
explored. The tenure of the TF B.2 will be through to mid-2020. 
 
Task Force B.2 follows on from the work completed by Task Force B.1 which was to “Identify major 
considerations in the development and deployment of Vehicles-to-Infrastructure (V2I) and Vehicle-to-
Vehicle (V2V) communication in road design and operations.” 
 
Term of Reference and Scope of Investigations 
Topics to be covered as part of the Task Force investigation include:  

• What will the impact of automated vehicles be on traffic management, on equipment requirements, 
on road safety, on maintenance strategies, on adaptive control and performance optimisation of the 
network, on infrastructure design 

• How to cope with the different timeframes: IT equipment in cars have a short life span and is evolving 
very quickly, while road infrastructure assets have a life span of 20 to 100 years 

• What roles can road authorities play and under what conditions, to support and encourage innovation 
and actual deployment, especially from the infrastructure-side; this includes business models 

• The work will focus on policy issues and will not focus on technology developments, as these are 
extensively discussed already across many forums 
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The outcomes report is proposed to outline key topics explored and practical short- and medium-term 
recommendations for road authorities and operators. Among others: harmonised approaches, and suitable 
standard measures to road authorities and operators. 
 
The Task Force will aim at representing a wide diversity of circumstances, including case studies from 
several countries and continents. The Task Force plans to make references to the work of other 
organisations (road agencies and associated national bodies), car manufacturers, IT companies, 
equipment manufacturers and service providers and their representative bodies. 
 
Work Program 
The source material is intended to be collected and collated by the Task Force members. It is intended that 
the material will represent state of the art from different countries (including roadmaps, pilot projects, 
research reports and relevant studies) and information for inclusion will come from bibliographical analysis 
of existing reports from various international organisations. 
 
In October 2018, an online Webex meeting is scheduled to allocate the required bibliographic reviews to 
Task Force members to start identifying content to be included within the proposed report outline. A second  
in-person meeting is proposed for April 2019 to be hosted in Melbourne, Australia by VicRoads and 
Austroads. 
 
Meeting outputs 
Being the kick-off meeting, many presentations were made on behalf of PIARC outlining the general work 
processes and expectations for the forth coming activities. 
 
The TF members reviewed the terms of reference approved by the PIARC and used this to discuss and 
expand the work of the TF and develop the scope of work (topics for inclusion and exclusion) and develop 
the draft work program for the duration of the TF activities. 
 
Since most the TF members were already engaged in PIARC activities, members were requested in 
advance to prepare summary information and provide a short presentation of their countries current 
activities in the automated vehicle space. Presentations were made on behalf of all countries represented 
at the meeting. 
 
During the meeting it was agreed that the following people would fill the roles outlined: 

• Chair:  Eric Ollinger (France) 

• English Speaking Secretary:  Ian Patey (UK) 

• French Speaking Secretary:  Abdelmename Hedhli (France) 

• Spanish Speaking Secretary:  Ana Luz Jimenez Ortega (Spain) 

• Webmaster: Martin Thibault (Canada) 

• General Communications Liaison:  Hamid Zarghampour, with support 

• TRB Liaison:  Abdelmename Hedhli 
 
It is noted that Matthew Hall, the attending member for Australia, was unable to attend in-person but was 
involved throughout the course of the two-day meeting via video web conferencing facilities. This allowed 
the current state of Australian activities to be presented and to have input to the scope and program for the 
Task Force activities. The assistance of Dennis Walsh (DTMR), the Australian corresponding member for 
the Task Force is also acknowledged in preparing some of the presented material. 
 
Emerging issues 
Given the initial stages of the new Task Force, there are no immediate emerging issues identified. 
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Learnings for/from Australia and/or New Zealand 
Given the initial stages of the new Task Force, there are no immediate learnings to be shared at this time. 
 
Early correspondence has commenced with Chris Jones, Project Manager – Automated Vehicles for 
Austroads, to assist with providing the latest information from recent and current AV projects. 
 
Conclusions and recommendations 
The Task Force will continue with the next steps as outlined in the meeting outcomes and work program. 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW HALL 
Technical Leader – Network Optimisation and Safety 
Network Design Services 
VicRoads 
 
11 September 2018 
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